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make war against us. They have suffered, as brave
Christians and constant friends of the french, cruel
incisions that have been made upon their bodies,
mutilation of their fingers, and the torments of the
fires in which many have expired; yet these suffer-
ings could not shake the fidelity they have vowed to
God and to the King. So great has been that fidelity
that all, both men and women, whose lives the enemy
spared after capture, have always returned to us to
continue in the christianity that they have embraced
here, to inform us also of the designs of the english
and of the Iroquois, and to give us incontestable
proofs that they are acting in our interests.

Seeing that the war occupies them too much for
supplying their wants by means of the Chase, His
majesty had the goodness to grant them last year
some gratuity, by virtue of which those who have
just killed or captured enemies have been given
clothes.

There are likewise many poor widows and orphan
children whose fathers and husbands have been
killed in the war which they have undertaken for us,
who, being destitute of the help they received from
their hunting, are in an extreme want of all things.
If the King would please to extend his charity thus
far to these faithful friends of the french, it would
be a great merit to him before God; and to these
good christians a new and very attractive reason for
continuing their services, seeing that after their death
their wives, their children, and their poor relatives
would not be forsaken.

There is no doubt that’ this liberality would be
very advantageous to new france, to which the help
of these valiant savages would be assured. Their



